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668 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 



A Comprehensive Work on Greenland 



G. C. Amdrup and others, edits. Gronland i Tohundredaaret for Hans Egedes Landing. 
Meddelelser om Gronland, Vol. 60, 174 + 567 pp.; maps, diagrs., ills., bibliogr.; Vol. 
61, 795 pp.; maps, diagrs., indexes. With accompanying atlas of 20 plates. C. A. 
Reitzel, Copenhagen, 1921. 30 kroner. io}i x 7 inches. 

With the co-operation of a number of scientific men the Commission for the Geologtical 
and Geographical Survey of Greenland issued this comprehensive work in memory of 
the bicentennial of the disembarkation of Hans Egede in Greenland on July 3, 1 721. It 
gives a systematic account of the country and of its development under Danish suprem- 
acy, principally on the basis of the wide and thorough researches during the last fifty 
years. The work is also meant to serve as a useful book of reference. These volumes 
are the result of the efforts of twenty-two editors and specialists and constitute a striking 
evidence of the co-operative ability of Danish scientific men. The volumes comprise a 
general synopsis, detailed descriptions of the different districts, biographical information, 
and a glossary with explanation of native names. 

The general review gives a description of the natural conditions in the island and the 
surrounding seas — ^topography, geology, climate, glaciation, fauna, and flora. The Eskimos 
and their old culture — dress, houses, industries, tools, weapons, fishing gear, means of 
communication, social conditions, religion, etc. — are described. 

On December 31, 1918, the total population of Greenland numbered 14,643, of whom 
300 were Europeans. The distribution of the population in the different districts is given 
in detail in a number of tables. Other tables contain statistics of increase, distribution 
as to profession, birth and death, and causes of death. 

Chapters are devoted to trade, fishing and hunting methods and results, business and 
communications, to administration, legal system, religion and education, sanitary con- 
ditions, language and literature, and scientific stations. The leading features of the his- 
tory of Greenland from its discovery by Icelanders in the ninth century, together with 
the history of the scientific exploration of the island, are set forth. 

The work is furnished with a number of good illustrations and is accompanied by an 
atlas with 20 maps, one of which is geological, most of them being topographical maps 
of the coast zone. 



E. Antevs 



Myths and Tales from Greenland 



Knud Rasmussen. Myter eg Sagn fra Gronland. 375 pp.; map, ills. Gyldendalske Bog- 
handel, Nordisk Forlag, Copenhagen, Christiania, Berlin, London, 1921. 9^^ x 6 
inches. 

Knud Rasmussen is peculiarly fitted by birth, training, and experience to work among the 
Eskimos, for they are, in a sense of which he is very proud, his own people. He is part 
Eskimo himself, his great-grandmother having been a South Greenland woman. His first 
education came from Greenland schools, and, though he later graduated from the University 
of Copenhagen, majoring in the Eskimo language, the fundamentals he learned in the little 
Greenland schools are still the basis of his knowledge. He speaks fluently the language and 
the dialect of every group along the Greenland coast. 

For thirty years he has traveled the Greenland shores from Cape Farewell to the north- 
ernmost cape. He has visited every village and every group from Angmagsalik to Cape 
York. He has explored long reaches of unknown coast and traveled tens of thousands 
of miles by sledge and kayak with only Eskimo companions. He has lived their life, suf- 
fered their hardships and hazards, known their inmost thought, for thirty years. He has 
studied them as one of them. 

In the complete collection of Eskimo tales and myths from Greenland which he presents 
in this book, he has gathered together the entire product of his long labors on the Greenland 
coast. From the Eskimos themselves he has gathered all this rich harvest of folklore and 
mythology and legend and tradition — sitting beside them in their igloos and writing down 
their tales by the light of their little blubber lamps; camping with them on their long hunts 
for caribou or bear or narwhal ; sledding with them on far exploratory journeys ; dancing and 
singing with them in the storehouses at the trading stations; always recording every new 
story, every significant observation. 
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The divisions of the book indicate the inclusiveness of the well organized matter: Eskimo 
Mythology; Conception of Nature; Animal Fables; Epic Tales; Meetings with Foreign 
Races; Curious Stories; Songs and Dialogues. Each division comprises several chapters. 

The style is clear and forceful. Rasmussen indeed is no less an authbr than explorer and 
scientist, and as such he is well recognized among his countrymen. To anyone interested 
in the Eskimos, or the Far North, or the folklore of a passing race this book appeals with 
double charm; to the casual reader it is interesting, instructive, entertaining. An English 
rendition entitled "Eskimo Folk-Tales" (London, 1921) is reviewed in the July number of 
the Geographical Journal. 

W. Elmer Ekblaw 

Narrative of the Second Thule Expedition 

Knud Rasmussen. Greenland by the Polar Sea: The Story of the Thule Expedition from 
Melville Bay to Cape Morris Jesup. Preface by Admiral Sir Lewis Beaumont, xxiii 
and 327 pp.; maps, ills., index. Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York, 1921. 10 x 8 
inches. 

While this English translation of Knud Rasmussen's most ambitious work doesnot entirely 
convey the fine spirit of the Danish original, it is nevertheless one of the most noteworthy 
contributions of this generation to the ever-fascinating field of Arctic exploration and the 
translators have succeeded in transferring faithfully Rasmussen's picture of the character of 
the Greenland coast, its scenery, life, and people. The subject matter of the original has for 
purposes of expediency been condensed and abbreviated, but nothing relevant to the purpose 
of the book has been omitted. 

It will be recalled that the Second Thule Expedition, in reality Rasmussen's fourth Thule 
expedition, left Denmark in 19 16 with primary purpose "to survey and chart the last un- 
known reach of Greenland's north coast between St. George Fiord and De Long Fiord." Its 
secondary objects were (i) to prove or disprove that migrations of the Eskimos take place 
around the northern end of Greenland from the west to the east coasts, long a mooted sub- 
ject of discussion among the students of Eskimo dispersal; (2) to survey and map geologi- 
cally the long extent of coast from Sherard Osborn Fiord to Peary Land, which was still 
blank on the geological map; (3) to keep meteorological records and to collect botanical and 
zoological material. The scientific results are stated in three appendixes (compare "Scientific 
Results of the Second Thule Expedition to Northern Greenland, 1916-1918," Geogr. Rev., 
Vol. 8, 1919, pp. 180-187). The narrative is given in fifteen chapters which lead from 
the account of the Polar Eskimos, their land and life, the preparations for the long jour- 
ney along the northwestern coast of Greenland and across the ice cap; through its arduous 
accomplishment to the homeward journey; and the losing race with death to save the life 
of the botanist. Dr. Thorild Wulff, the most trying and discouraging part of the trip. The 
chapter "A Runic Memoriar closes the volume fittingly. 

The Second Thule Expedition was daring in plan and faithfully persistent in accomplish- 
ment. It is admirably recorded in "Greenland by the Polar Sea." 



W. Elmer Ekblaw 



An Expedition to Novaya Zbmlya 



Charles Benard. Un 6t6 chez les Samoy^des (Juillet-Octobre 1914). 4th edit, xii and 
228 pp.; map, diagrs., ills. Plon-Nourrit & Co., Paris, 1921. 9 fr. 7K x 5 inches. 

In this volume Commandant Bteard, president of the Oceanographical Society of 
France, tells the story of a visit, cut short by the outbreak of war, to Novaya Zemlya, 
in 1914. His sojourn of two months and the account of it given here are the sequel of a 
former expedition (1908) of which a report was published under the title, "Dans I'oc&in 
glacial et en Nouvelle-Zemble" (1909). Some of the illustrations to the present volume 
appeared first in the other. 

Commandant Bfenard's plan of campaign in 1914 was to proceed to Novaya Zemlya by 
the Russian steamer which, once a year, in July, used to take provisions to the small 
Samoyed population of the southern island. Landing at Belusha Couba, near the western 
extremity of Kostin Strait, the passage which separates Mezhdusharsld Island from the 
southwestern coast of Novaya Zemlya, he was to complete the map of the Strait, "at least 



